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As such, the Authority requests that impacts are properly analyzed and feasible 
mitigation measures for such impacts are developed. 

11. Please review the 2018 Letter for more information, coordination items, and 
needed mitigation measures regarding impacts to hydrology and water quality. 

Impacts to the Authority's Operations & Alternatives 

12. During mining operations, significant mining pits will be created within the 
floodplain of the project site, and neither the County nor the project proponent has 
proposed to the Authority a plan or mitigation measure describing how the mining 
operation will be able to co-exist, in a safe and environmentally sound manner, 
with the periodically occurring water transfers . Natural flows resulting from 
significant storm events would also be impaired by the mining operations. The 
Authority will be looking in the draft EIR for alternatives and mitigation measures 
that would prevent and minimize impacts to the Authority's water operations and 
other river flows , while mining or reclamation activities are being conducted. A 
potential solution for this issue could be a channel that bypasses the project site 
at all times. 

13.A significant portion of the Sweetwater River channel is located within the 
boundaries of the subject project, and while the submitted documents claim that 
no impacts to the river channel will occur, the channel would ultimately be widened 
up to 300 feet in some areas. The amount of water being transferred between 
reservoirs would be significantly lost to ponding and percolation if no viable 
alternatives are provided. This is a significant impact to the Authority, its water 
supply, its operations, and ultimately, to the customers located in the Authority's 
service area. Viable alternatives and mitigation measures addressing this potential 
water loss issue shall be provided in the draft EIR. Please review the 2018 Letter 
for more information and coordination items on this matter. 

Utilities and Service Systems 

14. The Utilities and Service Systems Section of the IS Environmental Checklist 
includes the following question: 

"Would the project require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater, or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, 
or telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could 
cause significant environmental effects?" 




